
    

 

C L O V E L L Y  C H I L D  
C A R E  C E N T R E     Newsletter 

The wonder and the Wanderings  .  A wonder 
approach to learning. All human beings , 

young and old needs to be  ... valued, respected, devel-
oped, and cared for. Recent scientific discoveries tell us that it's the heart, and 

not the mind, that drives human performance .At Clovelly chil-
dren’s centre we teach from the heart and 
mind.  It our desire to create a learning environment that nourishes 

and excites children and staff alike  

These ideas below will guide us this year in creating a very spe-

cial learning space for our children and teachers alike . 

Wonder: More than three centuries B.C., the Greek philosophers Plato 

and Aristotle said that the principle of learning was wonder (Aristotle, 2014; Pla-
to, 2014b), also defined by Aquinas as “the desire to learn” and later by the 
English philosopher Francis Bacon as “the seed of knowledge” 

Our Wonder approach sees our educators as facilitators in the process of con-
necting the mind, the will and the heart of the child with what is true, good and 
beautiful  

Beauty triggers wonder in the child For example, chil-

dren learn at a slower pace compared with adults, they need to trust in an edu-
cator ,they learn from within, they need silence to process information, they 
have a special affinity with the natural world and with mystery . 

Mystery is an infinite opportunity to know, which 
would be expected to awaken wonder 
A beautiful environment is one that triggers wonder, which results in learning. 
An environment that respect a child’s pace and his innocence, an educational 
content that goes beyond the rational and mechanical explanation of things and 
that leaves some space for mystery, opportunities for silence and contempla-
tion. In short  all these ideas fit together  

The triangle of wonder: The child, the  

teacher and reality. Children continually triangle between the reali-

ty they discover and their principal caregiver.  

Carson (1965) rightly points out: “If a child is to keep alive his inborn sense of 
wonder, he needs the companionship of at least one adult who can share it, 
rediscovering with him the joy, excitement, and mystery of the world we live in”  

This is our vision for 2018…...Conclusion 
Inspired by the wonder approach , we think  wonder is the centre of all motiva-
tion and action in the child. Wonder and beauty are what make life genuinely 
personal. Wonder attunes to beauty through sensitivity and is unfolded by se-
cure attachment. When wonder, beauty, sensitivity and secure attachment are 
present, learning is meaningful  

What’s the 

buzz? Let us tell 

you what is happening 

in 2018? 

2 March  Joeys social 

night sizzles   

5 March Butterfly enclosure  

(till the 9th)      

6 March Sus-

tainability 

meeting  

9 March 

Plateenas 

social night 

crackles  

16 March Puggles social 

night pops  

17 March St Patricks Day . 

Wear green  

21 March  Harmony 

day .Wear orange   

27 March  is Keep 

Your Children 

Home Day 

30 March  Good Friday  

2 April Easter Monday 

3 April  Easter Tuesday  

10 April PMC meeting 

6-12 April International 

compost  awareness  

25 April Anzac Day  

6 May 

Green Fair 

16 May Spotty bears amaz-

ing journey 

music  

16 May  

Ramadan  

 

26 May 

Sorry day  

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4186291/#B9
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4186291/#B45
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4186291/#B13


News bits  

Yoga with Kelly  
 It is truly wonderful to be back for the beginning of 2018! Over the past few weeks the Clovelly children have ex-
plored animal themed yoga via a twist on an old favourite song that became "Old Mac Yogi had some animals...", 
went for a  'Rumble in the Jungle' by exploring the book by Giles Andreae with the inclusion of animals sounds 
played through a speakers and have this week dug their hands into the imaginary yoga dirt to explore insects.  

I have also begun bringing an assistant with me, Medi-
tation Bear! The children have been responsive in fol-
lowing the visual cues from Meddy Teddy with verbal 
instructions from myself for poses that involve laying 
on their tummy like snake. My growing baby bump 
offers an opportunity to lead by example when listen-
ing to what your body is saying and making modifica-
tions and the Clovelly kids love interacting with Meddy 
Teddy.  

The children 
have been ea-
ger to take 
part and I love 
seeing the 
smiles and 
exclamations 
of "yoga!" 
when they see 
me arrive with 
the mats and 
yoga basket.  

 

Love & Peace,  

Kelly  

What is the purpose of our daily dairies ?  

So many moments of wonder occur each day and it s
o difficult to

 cap-

ture them all .. 
We would like the daily dairies to capture one or tw

o  

magical moments each day so that families can have a little insight to
 

the possibilities of learning that occurs for all children .  N
ot every child 

will b
e photographed each day.  W

e want to
 showcase our learning col-

lectively as a community. More individual documentation will b
e creat-

ed for your children and those  will b
e given out at th

e end of th
e year. 

The portfolios will b
e renamed  ‘Children's stories   

Yoga teaches acceptance and tolerance of others. In practicing yoga, kids learn early in life that all living beings are 
to be cherished and respected as they are, thus helping to create more peaceful local communities and a more 
peaceful world in our future  



Children are actually natural yogis. Their innate trust in others, combined with their lack 
of inhibitions, allows them to receive the teachings of yoga and grow from them in in-
spiring ways  



Puggles  



Gentleness is responding sensitively and peacefully to others cues. When we are 

gentle with others we show consideration and care for their feelings and physical well 

being  

Fundamental to the Framework is a view of children’s lives as characterised by belonging, being and 
becoming. From before birth children are connected to family, community, culture and place. Their 
earliest development and learning takes place through these relationships, particularly within families, 
who are children’s first and most influential educator . Often teachers  are lucky enough to be the next 
most influential relationships  after the family . We take our role very seriously and RESPECTFULLY  



 

 

  

Welcome to all of the Plateenas children and families in 2018! We look forward to getting 

to to know you all, helping to build relationships and 

learning partnerships. All of the Plateenas who have be-

gun their journey with us this year have settled into their 

new environment with a minimum of fuss,  

already building friendships and relationships with 

teachers and their peers.  

Plateenas Secure attachment unfolds wonder in the 
child 

During the first month, there has been a 

focus upon the outdoor environment. 

The children have seemed to enjoy work-

ing with 

each other 

to plant 

new herbs 

and flow-

ers. They 

have been 

eager to care for our chickens, feeding 

them scraps, checking their water, as well 

as collecting the eggs.  

 

 

 

 As the weather has been warm, there 

has also been a lean towards water play, 

where children have explored concepts, 

such as cause and effect . 

 

 

 One of the core values that we embed into our program from the beginning of the 

year, is the importance of having respect for our environment, as well as for others. 

We discuss different ways that we can achieve this with the children and seize upon 

any teachable moments that arise throughout the day. We look forward to continue 

to learn together.  



The Joeys Children work better when their space works too!  

 The Helper Bees take care of our spaces and places  
 
The Native Bees are an integral part of the Joeys program.  Using the bees as an inspiration 
we started a “Helper Bees” program.   Every day ,4 helper bees  are chosen to bee (sorry 
the pun) the caretakers of the Joeys room. This involves caring for our room, our friends 
and our environment.  

 
They take the lead in a guardianship role with the 

 other Joeys.  

These are some of the many tasks they perform daily 
to  care for their environment :  

They help gather us for lunch and group times.  

They provide icepacks and water for the tired or in-
jured.    

They take sunhats to those that have forgotten  

They help turn on bathroom taps for those children 
who have not yet managed to turn the taps by them 
selves .  
 
They check our native bee do not get over heat  on 
hot days by placing a damp cloth on top of the hive.
( They also make sure the bees  have enough water .)  

They also make sure our worm farm is fed the fruit 
scraps and take lunchtime scraps to fed the chickens. 
 
The Helper bees have even come up with a unique 
handshake .. They wiggle their  fingers while making a 
buzzing sound.  
 
“Beeing” a Helper Bee  develops our children’s sense 
of agency.  When a child has a strong sense of them-
selves , they feel confident,  secure and independent .  



An environment full of wonder becomes  the third teacher: 

The Joeys love to make things and with this in mind , we decided to open up the space in our 

classroom to create a place in which children can explore many different  
experiences.  
 We now have room for clay, painting, drawing, loose parts and construction.  Some children 
chose to make puppets recently which lead to some exciting theatre and storytelling.  
 
Here are some images from the first few weeks showing the Joeys discovering, revisiting and 
enjoying some of these experiences. 

It took a long time to fill the large paper with 

colours that didn't overlap  



 

On Thursday February the 15th, ten preschool children from the Joeys went on an excursion to 
the Museum of Contemporary Art at The Rocks in Sydney.  An exhibition of pioneer video artist, 
Pipilotti Rist was in its final week and would support the children’s exploration of the self 
and  identity as well as provoke thoughts about light, colour, movement and digital media.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the children, riding on the bus was as an exciting part of the experience as the art. 

 

 

While watching the world go by out the bus window the children were heard making connections 
and observations about their lives outside of preschool and sharing them with their friends. Excur-
sions add a new dimension to relationships between the children and their teachers as they rec-

ognise each other as cultural citizens. Being in the museum the children had to mindful of their bodies 
in space and how not to come into contact with many delicate and some suspended artworks. Instead 
they were compelled to be immersed in colour and light using their eyes, hearts and minds.  

 

 

 

Excursion to the Museum of Contemporary Art at The Rocks in Sydney. “Sip my ocean “   Pipilotti Rist  

These quotes are from the Sydney morning Herald 

 “I want people to caressed by the light. I hope that the next day, when they go outside, they are more sensitive to the temperature 

of the light - that they see things they haven’t seen before.”  



Kitchen Garden- We love to nurture our nature. 

Our garden has been filled with variety of plants this month.  The children have 

been helping their teachers to plant lettuce, silver beets, parsley, celery, sweet 

peas and cauliflowers.  Last year, the children were wondering why the bugs ate 

some of our vegetables. We had a discussion about finding ways to stop this from happening. We decided 

to plant some colourful flowers in the garden. The idea was it to distract the bugs away from our vegeta-

bles and direct those hungry little critters to be are more interested in the beautiful flowers. During 

planting sessions, the children talked about their own gardens at home.  It was really exciting to listen to 

our children share their personal and natural connection to nature.  

 So far it seems to be working. 

The children also noticed there were many flies near the chicken coop and it was also a bit smelly. They 

wanted to know how to improve that. Once again nature came to the rescue. We planted marigolds and 

geraniums to get rid of flies and we planted lavender and mint too. The children were fascinated by the 

idea of creating a sustainable garden so we decided to call in some big guns…

we have big dreams for our Kitchen garden program this year. Recently Athe 

met with a passionate horticulturalist from Bunning’s, Dee Perry Activities 

Organiser, and showed her around our gorgeous outdoors. We were eager 

to share some ideas and thoughts about our sustainable living garden. Dee 

was inspired and wanted to take part in an upgrading project with us and 

agreed to donate plants and her time. She sent us this note:  Hi there Athe  I 

very much enjoyed meeting you and seeing your beautiful centre. What a 

great project!  I am just going through my notes. Here is what I have. Please 

list anything else you think is important that you would like. So far I 

have *Spinach *flat leaf parsley *Archways *succulents *watering cans 

*hanging pots for shed/ green wall.* nice smelling flowers to block smell 

from chickens. I have put in geraniums and gardenias too . I will check if we 

have any lavender. I also put in some nice smelling climbing flowers.  

I will be there on Monday 26 Feb    thanks Dee 

New gizmos and gadgets  
The art of food preparation : Our 

children continue to take part in 

preparing our vege’s  for lunch. 

Athe introduced a couple of 

Plateenas to our newest gadget  

from the kitchen  a new gadget 

the called a “spiralizer”  Here is a 

facial demo of what might happen to our 

zucchini’s . 



 Here are 4 reasons why we love our KITCHEN GARDEN 

PROGRAM :Children learn to become custodians of their land and  recognize all the blessings nature offers  

 It  engages children in planned and unplanned  real life lay experiences, conversations and routines  that promotes 

healthy eating and good nutrition.  

 Food preparation – Involving children in picking, choosing, washing and preparing food is important. Such experienc-

es promote children learning and development even further. For example,  it develops children’s mathematical skills 

by discussing size, shape, weight of different food types in a fun and enjoyable way.  

 It  encourages  children to develop an understanding and responsibility for sustainable practices . It leads to sponta-

neous opportunities to talk to children about growing food, what it means to be sustainable and how healthy food 

can be grown inexpensively. 

 Science – plan experiences for children to experiment and explore food science and the composition of different food 

types. Make links between healthy and unhealthy food choices where possible.  



                                           

                                                                    Staff  development and  inspirations  with  our very special 

                                                             Dr Red Ruby Scarlett : 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum practise throughout Clovelly Children’s Centre is undergoing transformation. Following the 
educative team professional development day and staff meeting, plans to augment the rhythms and 
rituals of the day are in the process of being created. 

Pedagogical practices are being negotiated with the educative team that reflect current legislative re-
quirements and best practice. The training and  intensive mentoring has been put in place to lay foun-
dations for educators to then innovate on. 

We have  a strong focus on inclusion as a guiding principle of ‘being’ and ‘belonging’ in order to recon-
figure  everyday practice .  

What outcome or goal do we seek?   

1.Continue to offer the highest quality of education and care for our precious children by  

 building collaborative methods of professional learning with in the centre. 
 
2. Building a relationships between spaces/places/materials and curriculum practices  
 

The  partnership with Dr Red and  Clovelly Children’s centre is unique 
and so rewarding and our children and staff are benefiting  enormously  

 

  
 

 

We thought 

you might like 

to know …... 

United Voice, the early childhood union, says the Government has once again failed early childhood educa-

tors.  The union is calling for  Australia’s early childhood educators to  walk off the job 
on March 27 to demand the government fund equal pay. ake yet .( We will inff-
Clovelly Child Care Centre has not yet decided what action to take yet .( We will 
inform families by March 1st ) 


