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We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of country throughout Australia and recognize their continuing connection to
land, waters and culture. We pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging.
Bidjigal and Gadigal people lived in and around the Clovelly /Coogee area.
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Clovelly Child Care Centre
When the unexpected happens ……….
This year our centre experienced unexpected and
unprecedented events.
Our year begun hopeful that 2020 would bring in a
new decade and be a reprieve after the devastating
fire season and dangerous air quality Australia
experienced in 2019/2020 . Little did we know we
were about to experience more difficult times
ahead .
We have been knocked down , but we got up again
and with our usual CLOVELLY community spirit ,we
solidified our grit and determination to keep calm
and carry on through the challenges that came our
way
During the month of February and the first week in
March, we had to close our centre for 4 weeks and
two days because we found a strange looking
fragment in our soil.
After very stormy weekend, one of our Joeys while
digging in the rain, dug up some “treasure”.
Our Joeys HERO alerted the staff and we
immediately took this strange “treasure” to the
Randwick council to identify this fragment. This
unusual looking “treasure “ turned out to be a
fragment of bonded asbestos .
This led to a massive remediation process closing
our beautiful centre from February 4 to March 9.
On our return, the impact from the spread of COVID
19 began to change the reality of Childcare around
Australia and the world. Following the advice from
Government, many children stayed home and
drastically reduced our daily attendances We
remained open to assist working families and tried to
follow the social distancing rules
I think COVID19 has kicked sand in the face of
Asbestos but the experience of working through and
surviving the Asbestos crisis has made us tough
and determined to endure the affects of this Corona
pandemic too . We will get through this .

In this special addition of our March newsletter, we will attempt to share the
impact of the events have had on all of us during the first quarter of our year
Deb Curtis, in Really Seeing Children, begins one of her book’s chapters with this quote
from Thich Nhat Hanh: “If we are not fully ourselves, truly in the present moment, we miss
everything. When a child presents himself to you with his smile, if you are not really there
– thinking about the future or the past, or preoccupied with other problems – then the
child is not really there for you. The technique of being alive is to go back to yourself in
order for the child to appear like a marvellous reality. Then you can see him smile and
you can embrace him in your arms

Laughing is an excellent
way to reduce stress in
our lives, and can help
you to cope with and
survive stressful
moments
Laughter provides a fullscale workout for your
muscles and unleashes
a rush of stress-busting
endorphins. Since our
bodies cannot distinguish
between real and fake
laughter, anything that
makes you giggle will
have a positive
impact. You do not need
to be happy or have a
sense of humor to
benefit from a good
laugh. At Clovelly Child
Care Centre there are
so many moments of
shared laughter because
we spend our day
capturing moments like
this picture

What’s buzzing?
Year of the Rat
January2020
13. Holiday care begins
14. Holiday care finishes
27. Australia day /Survival
day
28.Staff development day
29.School re-opens-first day
back for existing families
February
3. Orientations begin for new
families.
6. Special excursions- st
Luke's
7. Special excursions –
Clovelly Public primary
school
10 First Parent Management
Committee (PMC members )
SCHOOL CLOSURE –
Remediation
March
9.Reopening of centre
All social nights and
information nights cancelled
because of COVID 19
12. Visit from Randwick
council mayor
First newsletter 2020 goes
out
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Staff development .28 January 2020

This year our theme for our annual staff development session revolved around the legend
of the Native American dream catcher. Each year during our pupil free day, the staff are gifted with a special team building exercise usually
led by inspirational presenters sets the tone for the upcoming year. Last year we were inspired by Priscilla Reid-Loynes who is is a Gomeroi
and Yularoi yinarr (woman), an early childhood and primary teacher currently working as Indigenous Education Priscilla is also a Wayapa
Wuurrker She guided the Clovelly staff through the practice of Wayapa that can provide all children, families and communities with a deeply
beautiful and healing modality that strengthens everyone’s connection with Gunimaa (Mother Earth). It was very special and opened the door
to our focus on incorporating an indigenous perspective into our curriculum. It dovetailed with “Our ALWAYS was and ALWAYS will be
Aboriginal land” provocation.( Curated and led by one of dads who is a well known aboriginal - Jacob Nash.)
Lakota Legend
In this legend, an old spiritual leader had a vision. Iktomi, the great teacher and
trickster appeared as a spider.
Iktomi took the elder’s willow hoop and began to spin a web as he spoke of the
cycle of life from infant to old age. He told the elder that if you listen to the good
ideas, the forces at work will steer you in the right direction. If you listen to the
bad, the forces will steer you in the bad direction. He showed the elder that the
web was a perfect circle, but had a hole in the center. Iktomi told him that the good
ideas will be caught in the web, but the bad ones will go through the hole and not
stick as it sifts the dreams and visions of his people.

What our teachers learnt about the process of learning :
Making a dream catcher is not easy – Many of us did not know how to make a dream catcher so we
had to be instructed and taught by a dream catcher teacher .
We had to listen to instructions so we spoke less and listened more
We had to watch carefully and allow others to help us when we needed help . We learned to ask for .
We had to apply our knowledge to our own dream catcher
Some of us could not do it at first. We made mistakes and had to start again
We felt frustrated and sometimes felt disheartened……leading us to disengage with the process
We learned how to return to the activity and persevere till we felt success.
We learnt to kind to ourselves and not take our mistakes so personally . Mistakes are necessary and
helpful.. Learning is a process .
We were able to understand how our children feel when they learn something new for the first time

During asbestos closure We had special excursions
to St Luke’s Hall and Clovelly public primary school

Huge thanks to DAVE ROGERS
from St Luke's
You were so kind and generous to
Clovelly childcare Centre during our
asbestos remediation .
We are very grateful to you for
sharing your community hall with us .
Not only were our puggles and
Plateenas children and staff able to
hang out with some of the mums and
bubs at “Clomama” parents group
but our families were able to meet up
at for our emergency action meeting
one night two . Two members from
Randwick Council joined that
meeting too. It was very important
and informative

Here is a picture of a
“Friend stop place” at
Clovelly public primary
school . I love this idea
Our Joeys had a fantastic
experience of BIG school
for 2 days. They
experienced hearing the
school bell, listening to
the intercom messaging
throughout the classroom
and seeing the past
Joeys in their school
uniform .
This was an authentic
way for our children to
prepare for school
readiness .

Meanwhile back at the Centre The Randwick council took charge of a massive remediation project to ensure our Centre reopen to the highest Health and Safety
Puggles and the Plateenas are strapped in our 4 seater pram on their way to join the Joeys in the demountable classroom at Clovelly public Primary school
standards . The asbestos
closure was extremely challenging but as always we survived and some light did follow the darkness .
It guided us towards a new and very exciting project that will cross every room .
This year the emerging provocation for Clovelly Childcare Centre will be called THE REJUVINATION Project. The Kitchen Garden program will generate this project
with the collaboration of every teacher from each room .

Our vision is to create multi purpose gardens across our Centre inspired by an indigenous perspective of caring for land .
Sally Vanessa and Victoria attended a special viewing of the inspiring Indigro venture from First Hand Solutions.
Their mission sustains people, land and culture through the propagation of native plants, including bush food and the critically endangered Eastern Suburbs Banksia Scrub.

Adding to the native plants requestioned by Randwick council, we wrote a letter to the project manager /
community service organiser from Bunnings in the form of a wish list but we have might have gotten a little
carried away. Whatever Bunnings is able to assist us with in our rejuvenation project would be greatly
appreciated
Here are some of the things we are needing - – Vegetables such as [broccoli, red cabbage, kale, Ass. leafy
greens, peas, beans, celery] Herbs such as [basil, thyme, parsley, dill, mint, lemongrass, oregano,
coriander]] Companion plant such as [marigolds, sun flowers] / citrus plants [lemon lime]

Seeds to Success

We started our bush tucker garden with
these seedlings and plantings

Who and what is INDIGROW ? How did we find out about this ?
When Clovelly was closed during the asbestos remediation. Matt Jackman and Kate Butson
performed an act of Kindness and brilliant community spirit by offering the Joeys, usage of one of
CLOVELLY Public Primary SCHOOL’S (CPPS) demountable CLASSROOMS.
Mr. Jackman visited us during our excursion and he told us about this wonderful project he was apart
of before he joined CPPS. He told us to look into the educational garden developed at La Perouse
Public School because he knew we were planning to create our own Bush Tucker garden this year

Mathew Jackman and Peter Cooley spearheaded this project during Mr. Jackman’s
principalship of La Perouse Public School. This was their vision:
“With a focus on re-connecting Aboriginal people with 'caring for country', our
Aboriginal bush regenerators work with experts in the field including specialists in
endangered ecological communities. The critically endangered Eastern Suburbs
Banksia Scrub (ESBS) is one of our specializations. ”
Running Educational programs will ensure that the cultural knowledge of our people is
understood, protected and respected. This project will be a working model that shows
city dwellers how to live sustainably, We will use composting worm farms, solar energy
to reticulate our water and will reduce our footprint on the environment whilst saving,
and replenishing many native species that are important to our culture and the local
eco-system. We will educate people about our plants, and break down cultural barriers
through better understanding and appreciation.

please see their webpage
https://www.indigigrow.com.au/eastern-suburbs-banksia-scrub

The education arm of IndigiGrow
is being developed at La Perouse
Public School with the aim of
setting up an educational garden
around the critically endangered
Eastern Suburbs Banksia Scrub
which is made up of 65 core plant
species. The school has a
remnant patch of this endangered
community of which there is only
2.8% left.

Changes to our service during COVID 19 pandemic
during March and April 2020

Illustration from “My Hero Is You” a children’s storybook about Covid-19, illustrated by Helen Patuck.
Credit. via Worldreader

•

What does this all mean for you right now?

•

Childcare educators are recognized by the government as ESSENTIAL workers (We have known
that all along !)

•

As communicated by the Federal Government, from Monday 6 April to Sunday 28 June 2020
childcare will be free with no gap fee payment required.

•

Our revenue was halved meaning that we now receive $5.99 per hour for your child’s care (That is
50% of the gap $11 98 ).

•

The purpose of this funding is to ensure that families who need care as they are working, can
access care. Therefore, prioritization is for these essential workers.

•

Children in attendance should only be of families who are working and actually require care as they
have no other options available to them.

•

You must still sign in and out each day that your child attends so that we can capture attendance
data.

•

Due to social distancing, we want to limit the number of children who physically attend so if you
can keep your child at home, then please do so. This then means from now on , we will not be
accepting new enrolments, no extra days or casual bookings. The only time exceptions will be made
is for front-line essential workers, and this will be considered on a case by case basis.

•

To flatten the curve , the Government is still enforcing all Australians continue adhering to social
distancing laws. The message is still STAY HOME . (this excludes workers in essential services )

•

This has been a really challenging time for our teams of amazing educators and for you as well. We
know this is a lot of information to process, When we return back to a new normal, you should still
receive the same standard of tenderness , care and education that you have come to love by
Clovelly childcare team.

•

Our team of dedicated educators have so openly worked to adjust to the new way of working and,
whose first priority, even over their own health and well-being, is to be there for your child of
working families .

•

Like you do, I appreciate them enormously.

What our staff are doing during Covid 19 Pandemic

Collaborative sharing with other childcare advocates 12 THINGS EDUCATORS CAN DO WHEN IT’S QUIET💡
1. Watch webinars and TED Talks
• Free early childhood webinars: www.earlychildhoodwebinars.com
• The 10 best TED Talks on education: www.ted.com/topics/education
• Play-based STEM experiences for the early years: youtu.be/mbIiljRkKTA

2. Review policies and philosophy
• Is your service child safe checklist: bit.ly/IsYourServiceChildSafe
3. Go paperless – scan and systematize
4. Quality Improvement Planning
• What can we focus on now?
• What do we want to champion when we get through this pandemic?
5. Listen to podcasts
• Bastow Educational Leadership podcast: www.bastow.vic.edu.au/learning-resources/podcasts
• The Early Education Show: www.earlyeducationshow.com/
6. Clean, file and organize
• What needs to be organized? Filing cabinets? The office area?
• What’s broken? What can be upcycled or repaired?
• What resources are out of date?
7. Sand and oil wooden blocks and furniture and disinfecting all toys
• Sanding video: youtu.be/VimO3U0NJoE
• Staining video: youtu.be/s88ljYuOetI
8. Read
• Challenging behaviour resources: www.complexcare.com.au/resources/
• Respectful relationships resources: www.partnersinprevention.org.au/resources/…/early-childhood/
• ACECQA’s blog: https://wehearyou.acecqa.gov.au/
• Inclusive practice articles and resources: https://www.inclusionagencynswact.org.au/home
9. Use personality testing to learn about the team
• Free personality test: www.16personalities.com/free-personality-test
10. Do an eLearning course
• ASCIA anaphylaxis e-training for schools and education and care: www.allergy.org.au/…/anaphylaxis-etraining-schools-and-chi…
11. Get prepared for A&R
• A&R checklist: bit.ly/assessmentandrating
12. Update your resumes and professional portfolios (Ideas shared from Emily Farelly from Pulse
Child care crew )

Before social
distancing in
Puggles

During social distancing
in Puggles –more
individual play

Plateenas trying
their best at
Social distancing in
the time of corona
virus .
Individual play ?

Space between
each other ?

April
2020

Joeys at play at kindy during the time of Corona -

Hello Joey’s,
We will take u here Joeys
one day - beautiful gully
full of mainly native plants
where Aboriginal people
would have sourced lots
of delicious foods and
healing plants. This week
Somebody has built this
amazing stick structure.
Can u figure out how they
did it ?

Some of our friends
learn and play at home

News bits to share, cos we care
Some humorous books to read to your children during for
your “stay at home” daze love Debs

Dear Clovelly staff
I think you might appreciate this poem .
We miss you and cant wait till things
return back to normal
Kirsten Hay ( Lucas mum –puggles)
Written by an Irish Poet, Kathleen
O'Meara in 1869 after a plagued
devastated Ireland in the late 1860'sHow appropriate for today...

Thought I would share
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=DA_Ss
ZFYw0w&feature=youtu.be
Sent from my iPhone
Marni Jackson

SOMETHING LOVELY
And people stayed home
and read books and listened
and rested and exercised
and made art and played
and learned new ways of being
and were still
and listened more deeply
someone meditated
someone prayed
someone danced
someone met their own shadow
and people started thinking differently--And people healed...
And in the absence of people who lived
in ignorant ways
dangerous, mindless, and heartless....
The earth began to heal--And when the danger ended
and people found themselves...
They grieved for the dead
and they made new choices
and dreamed of new visions
and created new ways to live
and heal the earth fully
just as they had been healed.
Kathleen O ' Meara

Hi Debbie,
I wrote this for SMH which your staff may
find helpful - you are all doing a
wonderful job keeping our children safe,
thank you!
https://www.smh.com.au/national/nsw/d
octors-fear-for-children-amid-pandemicpanic-20200419-p54l62.html
All the best
Phoebe
• “Sometimes the most
important thing we can
do as friends is protect
each other,” the teacher
tells a group of children.
“Even if that means
staying away from each
other for a while.”

