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June 
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of country throughout Australia and recognize their continuing connection to 
land, waters and culture. We pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging.

Bidjigal and Gadigal people lived in and around the  Clovelly /Coogee area.



What’s buzzing? 

June

19  Lantern parade : 

Cancelled 

21 Winter solstice 

July

6 -10 Naidoc week 

postponed  

13  Wuruniri Mathew  

Incursion   

10am  All welcome 

22 SUSTAINABILITY  

meeting  Zoom \

31 National tree day

August

3-9 Dental week 

10 PMC meeting Zoom

27 Dental check

31 Dental check  

September

18 Spring Art show TBC

October 

7 Show BLACK DUCK 10am 

13 and 16  School photos
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National NAIDOC Week 2020 celebrations 

will be held from the 8-15 November.

The November dates follow the decision by 

the National NAIDOC Committee (NNC) to 

postpone NAIDOC Week from the original 

July dates due to the impacts and uncertainty 

from the escalating Coronavirus (COVID-19) 

pandemic across our communities and cities.

The postponement was aimed at protecting 

our elders and those in our communities with 

chronic health issues from the disastrous 

impacts of COVID19.

These are the questions we ask ourselves before we plan 

our program : Questions for curriculum book: 

What is the  narrative? : Setting the context/because its…… 

Ongoing based on children’s interests/topics

The way materials are organised and available 

What’s the purpose? Why are we doing it?

Develop skills of observation

Encourages inquiry-based learning

Provokes questioning and problem solving

How are children enacting? What we will plan for individual 

/groups of children?

Learning to look

Using language to describe their observations

Learning new vocab

Communication their ideas, thoughts and plans

Exploring new materials and making choices

How teachers enact  ? What the teachers will do,

teach elements of ART – shape, colour, line, texture.

Guide children through process ( not give children a formula or 

draw for them)

Encourage and support open ended questioning 

“Tell me what shapes you can see…….

Let’s start with a circle). 

Model positive interactions and language

Curriculum: 

in the early childhood setting curriculum means ‘all the interactions, 

experiences, activities, routines and events, planned and unplanned, 

that occur in an environment designed to foster children’s learning and 

development’. [adapted from Te Whariki]

The Bidjigal and Gadigal people were coastal 

dwelling clans and they were dependent on 

the harbour and ocean for providing food. 

Their main source of food was fish, with men 

using spears and women using hooks and 

lines to catch it. Both fished from canoes 

made of bark and the women also gathered 

shellfish and plant food such as native figs or 

fern roots.

Can you teach without joy?

The concept and value of joy should be embedded 

in our current pedagogical offerings,. How can we 

educate and enrich the lives of children without a 

spirit of joy, a sense of courage and hope? 



A very different beginning to our Kitchen program this year, particularly with the Joeys garden being stripped naked and in dire need of rejuvenation. This has put our focus into new 
beginnings – re-establishing, nourishing and preparing the garden beds ready for planting.  It enables the children to build a stronger connection to land and that they are an integral part in its’ 
care and maintenance. The silver lining in all of this has been the educational element for our children in learning and also teaching new Joeys how the sustainable practices we have in place 
contributes to their understanding and knowledge of their environment and how they can use  these resources to enrich the soil, the growth of the plants and their outdoor spaces. Whilst 
collecting worm casings there was plenty of intrigue and discussion about the habitat of the worm farm and the children were amazed in how many insects and bugs were coexisting with the 
worms. We have been delving into different ways  to enrich the soil – using worm casings,  compost parcels (food scraps wrapped in newspaper and placed directly into the depths of the 
garden beds or pot) and other organic material before our planting could begin.
Donations of plants and other gardening materials from Randwick council and Bunnings and Jura have helped us immensely and many of the Joeys have been involved in their planting and 
watering in.  We decided to divide the garden beds and dedicate one for native  plants/ bush tucker and the other for vegetables and herbs. The compost bins needed resurrecting providing 
hands on learning of what materials  could be used [food scraps, garden waste, leaves, paper, straw/ hay] and  the recycling of these materials are incorporated into the daily routines. 

Kitchen Garden Program



Curiosity leads to 
experimenting and 
discussing - this 
happened with the 
aloe vera plant and 
how Jana ,Billy and 
Grace explored its’ 
medicinal purpose. 
Breaking open their 
piece and squeezing 
the gel to rub on 
their skin. The Joeys 
are now involved in 
planting seeds – a 
special mix of seeds 
that attract bees and 

some MYSTERY 
SEEDS collected by 

Frankie and some 
dwarf beans and 
chamomile seeds.  
There were many 
conversations around 
the different sizes of 
the seeds and how 
each plant has 
different and unique 
characteristics. Just 
like the children. 
Seeds were planted 
in individual pots and 
we eagerly wait for 
them to sprout.

In the Puggles , our emphasis  has been on                                    
getting our worm farm more operational – removing the 
casings and most of the worm juice to use in the gardens 
and on the lawn. SO, so much excitement, awe  and 
eagerness to see the worms wriggling about. They assisted 
the educators to put paper and food scraps  in and now we 
have a daily ritual of feeding them our lunch scraps. When 
asked “Who will eat this food?” we get a multitude of 
responses “Worms”. We chose to clear the garden bed and 
turn it into a herb And sensory bed, Sage and Faith took to 
the task of removing and clearing out all the plants before 
giving it a boost with worm casings, worm wee and 
compost



In 2019 ,Clovelly Child Care centre whole heartedly  accepted an 
invitation  from the director of the Kornmehl centre  to take part  in a 
Care pack  project associated with Gunawirra, a NSW, not – for - profit 
charity, that supports Aboriginal Country Pre-schools These include 
Coraki, South Kempsey, East Lismore, Wallaga Lake and Armidale.

This year we are once again collecting Care Packs in response to a need from Gunawirra.

We launched this project to coincide with reconciliation week 

Gunawirra works in direct response to the needs and resources that the Centres require, with on-going 
collaboration and consultation.  By teaching pre-schoolers about personal hygiene, basic health care 
and simple nutrition, significant improvements to primary health care can be created, therefore 
reducing longer term chronic health problems and ultimately reducing the difference in life expectancy 
between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians.

Our care back differed slightly to last years collection : Gunawirra have expressed a need for a few 
different items to include in their care packs 2020 .

They are urgently in need of Care Packs for a girl or boy aged between 2-5 years old, preferably 
packed inside a backpack bag. Please mark the pack GIRL or BOY and the AGE the pack is for.
Care pack contents: 
• Underwear
• Socks
• Toothbrush
• Activity/colouring-in book
• Coloured pencils or texta’s
• letter from your child (optional)
•

The learning opportunities that can take place with our children and families in our Centres has endless 
possibilities. The children could draw a picture and parents could write a short note and attach it to 
their Care Packs. In this way, our children will feel like they are really helping another child who is just 
like them in many respects but does not have the basic necessities of life that our children take for 
granted. This can be reinforced at your centres through discussion and sharing of thoughts about 
helping other children. This project is something all the children in our Centres can relate to in a 
meaningful and authentic way.

This project ties in beautifully with National 
Sorry Day (26 May), National Reconciliation 
Week (27 May- 3 June), and NAIDOC Week 
(postponed to November)



Australian Dental Association’s (ADA)’s major annual oral health campaign. It 

takes place each year in the first full week of August and this year DHW will 

be August 3 – 9. The ADA and this campaign aim to educate Australians about the 

importance of maintaining good oral health by promoting four key messages:

• Brush twice a day with fluoride toothpaste.

• Clean between your teeth daily using floss or interdental brushes.

• Eat a healthy, balanced diet and limit sugar intake.

• Visit the dentist regularly for check-ups and preventive care.

The focus of this year’s campaign is on the harm sugar does to oral health, aiming 

to help Australians to ‘get sugar savvy’. The campaign includes recommended daily 

sugar consumption levels, advice on reading food labels, and spells out the effect 

sugar has on our teeth. This information is reinforced with three main sugar 

messages:

Organization (WHO). 

• Consume no more than 6 teaspoons (24 grams) of free sugar per day as 

recommended by the World Health 

• Choose foods with less than 10 grams of sugar per 100 grams.

• Look out for hidden sugars when purchasing foods and drinks.

Credit: © Instagram / pmuzzy83
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REGGIO INSPIRATION ‘nothing without 
joy’. Although attributed to Loris Malaguzzi, 
Alfredo Hoyuelos notes Malaguzzi’s 
acknowledgement to the writing of French 
philosopher, Michel de Montagne in his 
book, La estética en el pensamiento y obra
pedagógica de Loris Malaguzzi. Hoyuelos
records the questions posed by Malaguzzi in 
1981 and these questions, in the current world 
crisis, in a climate of despair, worry and fear, 
are just as pertinent today. Can we live without 
joy? Can you teach without joy?

Reframing Learning: A Pedagogy of Joy

Our main focus as educators throughout 

these trying times have been to build 

trusting relationships with our families 

and children, provide support when 

needed and get through these times 

together.

As numbers remained low for quite 

some time our focus was to maintain as 

much normality and routine to the room 

as possible. Over this time, we have 

implemented practices to our daily 

routines that allow the children to gain 

independence and take responsibility for 

their overall being. Through these 

practices we provide encouragement, 

support and guidance to the children 

when needed.

Puggles

Hoyuelos, A. 2006. La estética en el pensamiento y 

obra pedagógica de Loris Malaguzzi. Spain, Octaedro 

Ediciones, S.L

References :Hoyuelos, A. (2013) The ethics in Loris 
Malaguzzi’s philosophy. Reykjavik. Isalda.



“Adventurous experiences out-of-doors are perceived to kindle the enthusiasm of the 

young, to develop their concern for others, for their community and for the environment. 

Such experiences provide the means of self-discovery, self-expression and enjoyment 

which are at once both stimulating and fulfilling.

It thus emerges that, for young people and adults alike, outdoor adventure is perceived 

as a vehicle for building values and ideals, for developing creativity and enterprise, for 

enhancing a sense of citizenship, and for widening physical and spiritual horizons.”

Lord Hunt of Llanfair Waterdine, KC, CBE, DSO



The children have taken the role and responsibility of caring for the worm farm, and with our new compost bin the children are providing care for another living source.

(They even remind the teachers if we forget)

One of our most recent 

fascination have been around 

shoes, putting them on, taking 

them off and swapping with 

one another of course. We 

take opportunities display to 

us like this to encourage and 

build upon the children’s self-

help skills.

Our introduction to 

watercolour paints has been a 

wonderful way to introduce 

the children to understanding 

processes and make meaning 

through their art. We will 

continue to work with is 

medium throughout the 

remainder of the year. 



Our Puggles take 

responsibility 

(with guidance) 

for their health 

and hygiene 

during the lunch 

time routine as 

they clean their 

hands and face 

using a warm 

washer. This is 

then followed by 

placing their own 

washers into the 

laundry basket.



Plateenas
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The Plateenas continue to oscillate around this year’s provocation “The Rejuvenation Project”, continuing and extending 

our exploration and learning around the kitchen garden project, as well as developing ‘soft skills “to help rejuvenation our 

wellbeing in these unprecedented times. 

Rejuvenation through planting of our Indigenous herbs:

Mid-April, following our professional development at Indi grow, our very own indigenous herbs arrive for 
us to plant.  The Plateenas prepare the bed of soil to plant our first herb, “Prickly Thyme on Earth Day 

(17th April, 2020). After the planting some children are curious what the herb is used for.  We learn it is 

a good companion for red meat and chicken dishes.   This learning leads to an interest in caring for our 

Prickly thyme, and extends to other plants in our garden, including a lovely cactus that George repots 

and hangs outside our clubby house.

Awe and wonder at little things 



Plateenas

We read books on Indigenous Bush Tucker, learning names and IDs, including 

witchery bugs, honey ants, Lilli pilis – Taja tells me she wouldn’t eat a witchery grub 

but the lilli pilli’s taste OK. 

We learn that the tucker is collected in a Coolamon.  This learning sparked an interest 

in hunting in our own backyard for “Bush Tucker”.  We find wild tomatoes grown from 

scraps in the chicken coop, Lilli pillies from our tree, and some parsley from the 

garden.



• This learning is further 
extended with children 
adapting their eyes to 
look for natural 
elements presented to 
us by nature, to 
incorporate in play.  
Sticks are used to build 
bridges for cars in the 
sandpit, sticks to draw 
indigenous symbols in 
the sand.  Their current 
favourite use of natural 
resources is  cooking 
MasterChef level dishes 
such as “spaghetti 
(straw) and leaves for 
our “café”, which has an 
ever changing menu.    

Straw is definably the hero 
of the dish

What’s on the menu Chef ?
Plateenas



Here is a step by step example of Practical Life Skills taught in our curriculum : This is an example of how Evelyn teaches the Plateenas with their self help skills .

What is the narrative? How can I keep my body safe from germs ?

What is the purpose ? INDEPENDANCE AND EMPOWERMENT  We want our children to learn to keep themselves healthy .

They are also establishing their autonomy  and confidence 

They are also learning cause and effect



Fabric weaving: We thought you would like to know…

Preparing for the new date of Naidoc 
week, the Plateenas have decided to 
weave an image inspired by  the 
Aboriginal flag in their yard . This will 
serve to remind and recognise that First 
Nations people have occupied and cared 
for this continent for over 65,000 years. 
This is why the theme for Naidoc 2020 is 
Always Was, Always Will Be. -



Weaving into our indigenous learning we have started weaving the Indigenous flag into our fence .

A very funny thing happened as our lesson began:

“We laid  out a large sheet of paper work out the measurements of our Aboriginal flag. The children sat around the 

edge of the  paper and the measurement began. All of a sudden, PLOP a large “bird pooh”  landed on the  paper. 

The  children and their educator all looked up at the tree above and then looked down on the paper at exactly the 

same time . Everyone giggled when they discovered a bird had pooped on to the weave design. The poop splat 

was a strange and unusual colour .The children in unison said, “ IT’S PINK” .Their educator asked the children why 

the poop was pink ? Ocean said “ It's because they ate Lilly pillies ”

Taja picked up a Lilly pilly off the ground and showed her peers the pink colour of the Lilly Pilli. The educator 

confirmed with follow up research which states,  “ As one might expect, depending on the diet, slight variations in 

poop  colour will occur”

Learning occurs when we least expect it and what makes this learning  even more wondrous was the fact that the 

bird had eaten native bush tucker and pooped on our design  which symbolically confirms and reminds us that we 

are learning and playing on Bidjigal land .

Yaama Gunima. 

It means “Hello Mother Earth” 
in Gamilaroi language.  It is a 
special song gifted by Walgan 
Priscilla. All our children 
acknowledge country each 
day as we play on learn on 
Bidjigal Land.  

Evelyn is teaching the Plateenas the acknowledgment 

to country song 

https://www.thesprucepets.com/easy-homemade-bird-treat-recipes-390389


Rejuvenation through Wellbeing:

It’s an understatement to say this year has been mentally taxing on us all.  In order to 

help rejuvenate our spirit the Plateenas have instigated a number of learning strategies 

to help with our wellbeing.   As a team we have embedded a strong emphasis on caring 

for one another, and this has manifested in many ways.  The children are acknowledged 

and praised for helping each other, reacting in compassion when a friend is hurt, 

helping pour each other’s water, or turning on a tap for those that need help when 

washing hands.  Teachers have embedded intentional learning opportunities to help 

with our emotional rejuvenation. We model respect for nature, which as lead to children 

using their left over water to watering the plants (insert ) instead of just leaving it, or 

recognising animals are also sentient beings and deserve our help too e.g., finding 

some sick bees, and alerting this to the teacher, and asking how we can help them.   

“Teaching children about the natural world should be treated as one of the most important events in their 

lives.”Thomas Berry



Our spirituality is a oneness and an 
interconnectedness with all the lives 
and breathes, even with all that does 
not live or breath - Mudrooroo

Our lovely Hawraa has embedded a yoga program into our curriculum, adding another layer to helping develop our emotional wellbeing, alongside the physical benefits of yoga.   

Our yoga program aims to slow our body and mind down, helping develop a tool kit to aid in our mental and physical wellbeing. Hawraa has been introducing various yoga poses 

from our yoga book, “Meddy Teddy.  We have been impressed with the level of still the children are already displaying with their moves, and will continue to repeat the moves and 
add more moves as the year progresses.



Incorporating Aboriginal perspectives in our 
program

This past month we started to create a new Acknowledgement of

Country for the Joeys room

We always start by sharing stories about what we like to doon gad –

play and learn - and who with. We compiled a long list of native

animals, some of which visit us daily – hello Magpies! Many of us

own pets like Wills and Whisper. We talked about the ways we care

for them and each other too.

Annie- When I ride on my bike, I say hello to the trees, hello to the

birds!

Jeremy – I love my dog

We listened to bird song during meditation and planted new garden

beds. Yarning about what we love in our environment helps us to

respect and acknowledge where we are. Making connections

between us and our land helps us to understand this deep

connection with the land that is so important to Aboriginal people.

We wonder often about what it is we can do together to care for

Country.

Francesco – We can’t drop the rubbish because the jellyfish will eat

them

Marlon – …and the stingrays

Quinn – Like the nest (Felix found a nest that a bird had woven with

plastic in it)

• Marlon – The Earth.  

Drawings 

of animals 

and people 

we love to 
care for. 

Charlie Rogers – a 

dog. 
Annie – a rabbit

Flynn – a whale Alice – herself and friends Charlie Reid – guinea pig

Bowie – Whisper and 

Willow. 

Elena - Wills

Quinn Whisper  



Aboriginal Culture and Painting with Ochre

Over the past couple of weeks the Joey’s have been 
learning more about the Aboriginal culture and 
implementing this more into the room. The Joey’s 
have been learning about ochre, how it comes 
from the earth and how it is originally a rock which 
is then crushed into a powder. The Joey’s have also 
been learning about the importance of not taking 
from the land and how fortunate we are to have 
the ochre, from La Perouse. The Joey’s engaged in a 
collaborative art work, where they mixed ochre 
with water and painting all down the foot path. 
Some of the Joey’s drew inspiration from our 
Acknowledgement of Country and the animals that 
we mention such as the whales, and painted this 
onto the path.



As the boys played our Conversations around the clay 
today-we talked about the stories the clay could tell us 
about land and people . William held the clay up to his ear 
and listened !  Our Clay is from Gamilaroi land .
WillIam asked what happened to the people - discussion 
was quite poignant and touched on how Aboriginal people 
were moved from their land to places they may not have 
known . 

Joey’s collecting items from Country- in morning yarn 
today we read our new Acknowledgment and Frankie 
and Jana shared the stories of their finds . 
Billy asks “where did you find them ? “. 
Sally plants the mystery seeds in the garden with the 
children :)



Joeys Insect Habitats and Bug 

Motels

It seems very fitting with everything 

happening in our natural world during 

the last few months, for the Joeys to 

have been interested in insects and their 

natural habitats in our garden

Over the last few months we have 

noticed the environments that these 

different bugs are attracted to. We 

started considering how we could attract 

more bugs into the garden and decided 

to plan mini bug motels with certain 

insects in mind.

Each morning a small group of children 

have been hunting around the garden to 

find different insects, developing their 

observation skills and language to 

describe what they see. Some of the 

insects we have found include lady bugs, 

snails and bees. As they observe the 

insects they are noticing and comparing 

what is the same or different about 

them. This process has evolved and over 

the last few months we have noticed the 

environments that these different bugs 

are attracted to. We started considering 

how we could attract more bugs into the 

garden and decided to plan mini bug 

motels with certain insects in mind.. 

We have 

planted some 

seeds to 

attract bees to 

our top garden 

–

Jeremy was 

inspired by 

recyclable milk 

cartons for his bug 

motel – here he is 

making windows 

and doors for the 

bugs to get into.

After observing a snail one day during a wet morning, 

Jana noted to Francesco “Be careful, don’t break its 

heart”. Francesco did not think snails had hearts but 

after we did some research, we found out they do. We 

have also noted that snails like wet weather, so now 

when it is raining, we go outside and collect snails. 



The Joeys:

Animals in the centre have always had a special place in our 

program.  From the wildlife that inhabit our Gadigal garden 

to the pet guinea pigs that bring us much joy. Wills and 

Whisper were greeted with lots of love when they returned 

to the centre in April.  Being responsible for these furry 

friends has taught us about empathy, responsibility and 

hones our skills of observation. Noticing the different sounds 

they make, Bowie explains - “This is how they communicate 

with us”.  

Learning how to read verbal and non-verbal communication 

is an important part of our social development and how we 

interact with our peers and good life skills.  The trust the 

children worked hard to gain with Wills and Whisper is 

apparent from the relaxed nature of both recipients.  



Joeys

24

Art Experiences:

Drawing is a much loved experience in the 

Joeys and this term we have had access to 

some fabric markers and material to draw on.  

Describing our drawings encourages 

storytelling and strengthens our language 

development and emerging literacy skills. This 

picture on our right shows Will’s plan for his 

Lady Bug Motel. Drawing allows us to peak 

inside our children's mind …

Learning becomes visible 

Sewing - The Joeys have been learning how to 

sew using cardboard sheets which have 

several holes.  The children are learning how 

to pull and press the needle through the holes 

which requires concentration and patience.  

We are talking to each other about the colours 

that we choose and noticing shapes and 

patterns as the designs build up.



Stem stories from Lorraine 
Wonderful World of Bugs.
Over  the last few weeks some of the Joeys have shown a continuing interest in insects and their habitats.
One morning Jeremy and Jana found a colourful milkweed bug, they placed it in a container and decided to make it a home. Together they planed the bug habitat, they 
placed wooden blocks on a table over two levels, and one section was covered to provide shelter from the intermittent rain. Jana suggested it was a girl bug and she 
named her Kate.
Jeremy then suggested Kate would need food and once she was safe, they ran around the garden and gathered grass, leaves and flowers for her to eat. Augie joined them 
and collected sticks; these became pathways for Kate so she could find her way from her bedroom to the rest of the house. 

Soon after Augie found a baby grasshopper and he gently placed it inside a small tub which had leaves and grass inside. After a short discussion the group decided the 
grasshopper should join Kate in the house. 
By then the grasshopper had disappeared in the tub, ‘It’s camouflaged and hard to see,” suggested Jeremy. Augy gently removed the leaf litter and placed the grasshopper 
on the upper level, ‘In case they don’t like each other.” 
We observed the similarities and differences in the insects and referenced a book called Backyard Detective by Nic Bishop. Some of the other children joined us and 
helped count the number of legs, “They have six legs,’ said Billy.
We talked about the antennae and how insects use them to hear, touch, taste and smell and Augy remembered snails also have antenna on their heads. Many of the 
children recognised some of the insects in the book, they spent time sharing their knowledge and experiences.  
The following morning the bug house provoked a bug hunt, Marlon and Billy found two harlequin bugs near the hibiscus tree and brought it over to “Kate’s old house.”

Francesco said he knew where to find worms, as we walked down the bottom garden he said, “Worms live under the soil” and then he posed the question, “Maybe they 
don’t like the sun?” We decided not to disturb the worms because they are an important part of our garden and it was a hot, sunny day.
The following week, after heavy rain some of the Joeys found snails of various sizes.  We examined them closely with the magnifying glasses and Jeremy explained that 
the shell is the snail’s home. 
They children created a ‘world’ for the snails using leaves and twigs, and they also provided a small saucer of water because snails like it when it’s wet. 

At one-point Augy noticed the snail hiding under a leaf, he picked it up and noted how even though it was upside down the snail stuck to the leaf. “It makes slime, so it 
sticks,” he said to Jeremy. 
Rosa, Marlon and Flynn added snails they had found and Rosa noticed one of the snails making bubbles, “Oh that means it’s feeling sick,” said Jeremy with a concerned 
look on his face, so the boys placed the snails back into the habitat they had created.

Later in the morning we found what we thought was a dead cockroach, we took it outside in the sun and used the magnifying glasses to take a close look. The cockroach was on its back and began to move its 
legs and this provoked a howl of screams! Billy observed it had “hairs on its legs,” and most of the children spoke of their experiences with cockroaches at home.
Rosa suggested the cockroach had lost its family and we should put it in the bushes which we did. The children watched intently as the cockroach scurried under the pine bark, ‘Oh look it’s camouflaged, it’s 
hiding’ said Flynn smiling.

Eeek !



The interest in insects and their habitats 
continues, the children have added 
cardboard, plastic bottles, string, and natural 
materials creating unusual and diverse 
homes for the bugs they find in the garden. 
The children are gentle and caring and make 
sure the bugs are safe while playing, at the 
end of each experience we return them to an 
area in the yard which suits them.



• Call out for family volunteers to   look after the animals and vegetable gardens on the weekends. 

• You’re welcome to take home herbs or vegetables from the garden, and collect the chicken eggs for your family.

• What to bring:

• • pair of gloves

• • empty egg container

• • Green leafy’s and veg scraps if possible for Guinea pigs

• • You will need the key for the Puggle’s gate Chickens

• Please spray the chickens daily to keep them free from fleas. Spray bottle is on hand 

• The chickens live in a coup in the Plateena’s yard. You will need a key to access the side Puggle’s gate to tend to the chooks. 

Each morning let the chickens out of their coup into the run.. Leave the gate to the  coup open during the day so the

chooks can nest and seek shade. Do not let them into the Plateena’s yard. 

Each day give the chickens fresh water, grains and leafy vegetables. There is a metal bowl for the scraps, and a plastic

feeder for the grains. Chicken grain is kept in a metal bin in the coup. Give the chickens a generous scoop of grains and

food scraps from home, or leafy greens from the Centre’s garden. 

If it runs out there is usually a supply in the Plateena’s shed or in a box in the Vale Street shed. 

While the chickens scratch around in the sand soil and have themselves a bird bath, please clean out the nesting boxes,

and coup. Remove old or dirty straw and chicken poo and replace with clean straw. The dirty straw can be placed in the

compost. Lightly rake the rest of the run each day to get rid of any old bits of food or waste and put this into the compost.

Fresh hay is kept in the Vale Street shed.

Lock the chickens at night to keep them safe (preferably by 5pm to avoid the foxes)

Historically, Clovelly 

Childcare centre has prided 

itself with the exceptional 

partnerships and 

relationships formed with 

our families.  We are  a very 

social centre with many 

family events throughout 

the year. These events 

have almost 100% 

attendance because they 

are fun and joyful 

celebrations. This year, to 

date we have had to miss 

out on  our annual social 

nights , our Green fair , our 

Lantern parade

Even though our festivities 

have paused ,our wonderful  

parents contribution has 

continued, by looking after 

our animals and gardens 

during the weekend and 

public holidays.

These are the wonderful 

things they do with the 

children every weekend  



Watering the garden

The vegetable garden (Joeys yard and Plateena's yard), seedlings and grass need watering, especially in the warmer months. The best time to water is the early morning or late 

afternoon (please observe water restrictions). All yards have retractable hoses and sprinklers. (If using any "worm tea" from the large worm farms the dilution is 1:10 with water.

Stingless Bees

We have a house of Australian stingless bees in the Joey’s yard. They need fresh drinking water every day that can be poured into the puka shells attached

to the trees near their house. During the warmer months please dampen the towel on their box morning and afternoon to keep them cool.

Guinea Pigs

Let the guinea pigs out into their ‘day spa’ enclosure each day if the weather is dry. Please make sure they have shade, particularly in the warmer months.

Ensure they have fresh water, and feed the guinea pigs fresh food plus a cup of grain every day. Use the containers for the food to keep pens tidier.  

There is a small jar of grain on top of the enclosure. If this runs low, you should find more in the box in the Vale Street shed. 

Guinea Pigs like to eat fresh leafy green vegetables or herbs (including broccoli, cabbage, celery, endive, carrot tops, zucchini, bok choy and other Asian greens, dark leaf lettuce varieties, parsley, dandelion, 

coriander, basil, dill, mint and spinach) or grass including Timothy, oaten, wheaten, pasture, paddock, meadow or ryegrass hays. They can also have small amounts of apple or pear. 

Clean the hutch by removing newspaper and poo from night hutch (and deposit in compost nearby). Rake out under the hutch as required. Slide out the top and bottom shelves of the hutch, removing the small nails 

to move the ramp, and hose down shelves out on the grass. Let these dry in the sun during the day.

Reassemble g.pig hutch in afternoon and lay down fresh newspaper (can bring paper from home, or use paper left on top of hutch – please replenish if you can), including some extra shredded paper or straw in one 

corner for nesting

Please lock all the animals back into their pens in the evenings to keep them safe. 

Worm farms (around near shed on Vale St.)

The worm farms don't need much attention the main thing to check is that they remain damp. Please go and lift the lids to assess dampness. If in doubt fill the small bucket that is kept near by with water and throw it 

into the worm farm to dampen it. Especially during summer months and over christmas holiday period. Also adding some newspaper on top can assist to retain moisture. 

The worms do not like citrus, breads or grains, meat or animal proteins (including dairy products), onions or garlic.

They love fruit and veg scraps, tea bags (not the synthetic fabric pyramid bags), coffee grounds, egg shells, shredded papers and cardboard, grass clipping and plant prunings.



Child Care Subsidy rates from 13 July 2020
This fact sheet outlines adjustments to Child Care Subsidy rates that take effect on 13 July 2020.

Income test
The percentage of Child Care Subsidy a family is entitled to is based on combined annual income.
Child Care Subsidy income thresholds are adjusted annually in accordance with Consumer Price
Index

(CPI). The table below shows the income thresholds that apply from 13 July 2020. 
2020 – 2021
CCS family income thresholds  
(Subsidy per cent of actual fee charged or relevant hourly rate cap, whichever is lower)
Up to $69,390                                                  85%
More than $69,390 to below $174,390      Decreasing to 50% *
$174,390 to below $253,680                        50%
$253,680 to below $343,680                        Decreasing to 20% *
$343,680 to below $353,680                        20%
Equal to or above $353,680                          0%
*Subsidy gradually decreases by 1 per cent for each $3000 of family income.

Fact Sheet — Child Care Subsidy rates from 13 July 2020
Last updated June 2020
Annual cap
There is no annual cap for most families receiving Child Care Subsidy. The income threshold at which
an annual cap does apply, and the value of the cap, are adjusted annually in accordance with CPI.
The table below shows how the annual cap applies from 13 July 2020.
CCS annual cap 2020 – 2021
Annual Subsidy Cap $10,560
Annual Subsidy Cap Threshold $189,390
Hourly rate caps
The hourly rate caps are the maximum hourly rate used to calculate families’ Child Care Subsidy for
each service type. The hourly rate caps are adjusted annually in accordance with CPI. The table
below shows the hourly rate caps that apply from 13 July 2020.
2020 – 2021
CCS hourly rate caps
Children below school age School age children

Centre Based Day Care $12.20


