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We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of country throughout Australia and recognize their continuing connection to 
land, waters and culture. We pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging.

Bidjigal and Gadigal people lived in and around the  Clovelly /Coogee area. 1
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Clovelly Child Care Centre               

What’s buzzing?

Upcoming events and 

special day’s in the next 

4 months  
March 
Social nights

27 Earth hour 

28 Holi  day

(hind festival  

29 Sustainability committee 

meeting 

April

2 Good Friday 

5 Easter Monday 

19 PMC meeting 

22 staff meeting

25 Anzac day 

26 Anzac day holiday

May

4 Sustainability committee meeting

12 Matt Doyle

26 National Sorry Day 2021
27 Reconciliation week More than a 
word. Reconciliation takes action, 
urges the reconciliation movement 
towards braver and more impactful 
action.
28 Walk Safely to School Day in 
Australia
June

7 PMC meeting 

14 Queens birthday 

18 Lantern  Parade 

21 Winter solstice 

22 Incursion Gwenda Stanley

24 Staff meeting  
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Teaching & communicating mindfully 
in unfolding times. Presented by Ingrid Studholme 

Every year our wonderful staff prepare for the year ahead. We always have a special 
professional development workshop during pupil free day. The purpose of our staff 
development at the beginning of each year is to prepare our staff spiritually, mentally and 
physically for a fresh brand new year. 2020 was challenging for the world and we were all 
eagerly excited for 2021 to roll along 

To provide nourishment for our staff these were some of our intentions in this   
workshop  :

• Enhancing collaboration, meaning & positivity in these unfolding times 
• Cultivating positivity and flourishing, building on strengths and work so far
• As a team, creatively set intentions for 2021, further elaborating on the philosophy       

that guides us
• Engaging the full team in the process.

Our wish was for  that the team to notice and celebrate individual and collective 
strengths, learning and development priorities and ways to leverage these to best 
achieve the centre aims. 
The hope was to enable the team to be the best they can be, feeling good about how     
they educate, collaborate, learn and develop. 
Our intent: To create a positive, collaborative space we all feel connected & inspired to 

explore fresh ideas and possibilities.

Throughout this workshop, the following principles, values, beliefs and behavior's were 
cultivated:
• Strength based, positive approach
• Supportive, respectful, professional culture
• Focus on learning and growth and the ability to self reflect
• Teamwork and appreciation of the teams' higher level goals and strengths
• Shared ownership and accountability for team success
• Effective leadership throughout the team

• Engagement and proactivity

• Communication, motivation and performance.  

• If you want to lift yourself 
up, lift up someone else. –
Booker T. Washington
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Clovelly Child Care Centre  has a boomerang effect on many people.

Many people return to Clovelly childcare centre after they have left . This was the case with our presenters at our staff 
development day . The fabulous  Ingrid Studholme gifted us  this  workshop  and was supported by the esteemed 

Maria Pender. Ingrid is an alumnae parent who served on the Parent Management Committee for many years .  Her 
two  children laid  down  their roots at  CCCC. Maria Pender was the director of CCCC and her enormous  legacy shines 
on even today . Not only was Maria the creator of Clovelly , but her daughters and grandchildren came here too . Her 

late  daughter J0 Pender was a teacher in the Joeys room and in fact, the Joeys room is named after her 

Past and present matters 

2021 Clovelly Childcare Centre contacts
Admin (Qik Kids/attendance/Centrelink/statements please email 
admin@clovellychildcare.org.au, Attention Catherine
All other admin inquiries such as absentees, general admin 
email admin@clovellychildcare.org.au, Attention Athe / Michelle
For other matters please contact Debbie via 
director@clovellycildcarecentre.org.au
CCC has a strong history of encouraging parent participation. As a not for 
profit incorporated body we could not operate without a voluntary 
Parent Management Committee (PMC). 2020/21 PMC members are 
listed below with full contact details listed on Centre noticeboards. All 
carers are welcome to attend PMC meetings, with the next on 19 April.
2020/21 PMC President - Orla Burke (pirateolly@hotmail.com); Vice 
President - Molly Tregoning (mollytregoning@gmail.com); Treasurer -
Chris Grabinski (chrisgabinski@gmail.com); Secretary - Melanie Mintz; 
Rachel Kennedy; Alex Toohey and Andrew Cairns. Each term is 12 
months with the AGM held in October.

Ingrid and Maria Some reflective examples of staff values                                                        Jo Pender    

*Another interesting 
past boomerang 

connection is Alex 
Toohey . Alex is Sages 

mum(Plateenas )
and  she herself is a 

CCCC alumnae . Alex 
remembers Sally 

teaching her  when she 
was in the Puggles 

Below is Chris (our treasurer)  and Odette with their 

gorgeous children photographed for an SMH article 

about families sending their child to preschool during 

working from home lock down
Article appeared in SMH on Saturday 23 January 2021

mailto:admin@clovellychildcare.org.au
mailto:admin@clovellychildcare.org.au
mailto:director@clovellycildcarecentre.org.au
mailto:pirateolly@hotmail.com
mailto:mollytregoning@gmail.com
mailto:chrisgabinski@gmail.com


Clovelly has a new look!  We continuously reflect on our places and spaces 
During the holidays our beautiful Clovelly had a face lift. The MOST joyful thing for us, is that you are able to come on site once 
again and enter the gates after a year of abstinence due to covid 19.
We missed our families entering our gates! We are THRILLED things are slowly returning to a new type of normal.
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Monty the 
painter  who 
ultimately 
became our 
project 
manager. 
Monty went 
above and 
beyond 
throughout the 
renovations and 
a truted friend 

Considering the environment in ways that are intentional 
and purposeful helps to • foster encounters, encourage
communication and relationships • create environments
filled with natural light, order and wonder • invite 
children to delve deeper, investigate and represent their 
learning through a range of mediums.

We encourage our children and their families to be part of the 
process when preparing a new  space in a classroom .Here is an 
example of how we imbed family involvement in our everyday 
practice .One weekend, one of the Joeys (Rosa) , her mum and 

brother were on “guinea pig care” and joined an educator in setting 
up the classroom for the week ahead . Rosa sorted out the pipe 

cleaners for the atelier space. When she returned on Monday , she 
was so excited to get creative at  the making table because she had 

a sense of ownership in creating that space . 

Prevocational setup above , Builder Billy 
response below 



In 2020 , our over-arching provocation was inspired by the 
word rejuvenation . 

• “We  listen silently to 
the water, which to 
us is  not just water, 
but the voice of life, 
the voice of Being, 
the voice of 
perpetual Becoming”    
Herman Hesse
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What  does provocation mean in an early childhood context?

We  have often used the word PROVOCATIONAL LEARNING in newsletters, in daily dairies  and general chit chat and I suddenly realized the word  provocations in early childhood teaching 
has a very specific intention which may not be known to families 

In early childhood teaching the term Provocation is derived from the Reggio Emilia Approach. They are fantastic opportunities for learning that we incorporate into their suite of learning 
activities. For children a ‘Reggio Inspired’ provocation is an open ended activity that doesn’t have a prescribed outcome, instead it is designed to stimulate ideas, initiative and imagination 
for and amongst children, whether they choose to explore their ideas alone or in groups

.Journey into Early Childhood defines provocations as “deliberate and thoughtful decisions made by the teacher to extend the ideas of the children”
Our teachers provide materials, media, and general direction as needed, but the children take the ideas where they want. This allows children to develop skills of creativity, inventiveness 

and flexibility in thinking, planning and reflecting.                              We create our  curriculum based on the 4 questions below 

Each room thought about rejuvenation 
in different ways and reached different  
learning outcomes throughout the 
year 

In 2021, our focus will be inspired by the elements of Planet  
Earth. Because of Clovelly’s long lasting  connection to the 
ocean ( Beach kindy ) we will begin our journey of discovery 
through a  WATERY  lens 

https://www.geteduca.com/blog/reggio-inspired-education-educa/
http://journeyintoearlychildhood.weebly.com/the-power-of-art.html
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Our Environment, Sustainability and Kitchen Garden
The past year, as strange as it was, didn’t dampen the great time we had hands on in the garden reaping the benefits of our labour. After 
reflecting on the Kitchen Garden program we now see it as small component of a much bigger picture – The Whole Environment. This year 
Kitchen Garden has evolved to a new role – that of Earth Mumma to all our outdoor spaces and educating the children about respecting the land 
and ways they can care for and sustain it   There is a strong sustainability approach embedded in our curriculum with emphasis on developing life 
skills and children’s understanding of caring for our planet. We believe the link between nature, food and wellbeing  is vital for all  - where 
connections to nature and learning from nature fosters ecological identity, sense of place and resilience. As the current custodians of this land it 
is our responsibility to educate the children about their role in its care with the aim of empowering them with the knowledge , skills and tools to 
take ownership of their outdoor space and maintain it for future Clovellyites.. The outdoor spaces really  are the 3rd teacher for the children –
developing their knowledge and understanding of the environment as a living entity with a diverse population.

On the subject of the earth, what 
has been noticed is the huge desire 
the children have to interact with 
the soil and the inhabitants within. 
Worms are truly their heroes and 
whenever there is a visit to the 
composts or worm farms they are 
vehemently sought after. To allow 
for closer inspection and 
investigation of these fabulous 
creatures the children in the 
Plateenas and Joeys were hands on 
in sifting through the emptied 
compost to find the worms and 
return them back to the compost 
bins. To facilitate their interest 
further a  worm tray was made 
available for the Joeys to explore at 
length. The worms will then 
journey around to the other rooms 
giving all children the opportunity  
to engage with them. 

Growing herbs for Our Chefs

Joey’s 
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Recycling and getting it Right  is so 
important [otherwise it is just landfill] . 
This year we have been developing a 
cross centre/ consistent approach to 
our recycling – each room using the 
same coloured coded bins for Rubbish 
[red], for Recycling [yellow], for Garden 
waste [green] and Soft Plastics. Even 
with the introduction of FOGO we are 
continuing with recycling our food 
scraps for our guinea pigs, worm farms 
and composts. With the movement of 
children  into new rooms and new 
children starting we return back to the 

basics. Each room has been 
involved in recycling 
workshops teaching 
everyone about our 
Reduce, Reuse  and 
Recycle principles. The 

workshops were a fun and interactive 
way to learn together. The yellow 
recycle bin will become a teaching tool 
that before it is emptied it is gone 
through and checked with the children 
if everything can be recycled then 
emptied it in the larger yellow bin in 
the carpark. To keep everyone on their 
toes  we will conduct further mini 
workshops and spot checks to keep 
track of our progress



Our Environment, Sustainability and Kitchen Garden
Last years’ cucumbers have 
continued to produce 
throughout the  Summer giving 
great joy as they were 
discovered amongst the leaves 
and eagerly eaten {not many 
made it to the kitchen.  The 
self sown tomatoes looked so 
promising, an abundance of 
tomatoes, but they wouldn’t 
ripen. More mystery plants 
have appeared in the 
wheelbarrow from the 
compost  - we have decided to 
let them  grow and see what 
they might be . Creates such 
intrigue and plenty of mystery 
as we wonder and discuss the 
possibilities. Visits to the Worm 
Grande farm are always 
exciting and for some reason 
the look and smell of 
decomposition and collecting 
worm wee and poo excites 
them no end. Whilst collecting 
the wee one day Felix asked 
whether it was a liquid – this 
led to a discussion about 
different types and forms of 
liquid and what the different 
colour s of our urine means 
about their body’s health

We’ve put in a submission for a 
Woolworths Junior Landcare 
grant to build a child-orientated 
garden space in the Joeys along 
the fenceline of Vale St and also 
for their Bee Bonus to assist with 
an incursion on native bees and 
the splitting of the hives. The new 
hives will take up residence in the 
Puggles and Plateenas yards. So 
exciting!! Keep your fingers 
crossed and stayed tuned. We 
should know next term if our 
submission was successful

We’ve had quite an emphasis on growing plants from seeds in all the 
rooms and exploring different ways to grow them. Seeds planted straight 
into the ground, planted into peat pots or placed onto moistened paper  
towels. Jen and Otis Dohertys’ dad have also given us heaps  of  the 
Woolies discovery garden seed packs to  grow. The Joeys were very 
knowledgeable about what to do as they had already planted them at 
home and shared what they knew with the rest of the group. They are 
also harvesting all the sunflower seeds from the dead flowers Carla had 
bought in. The Joeys found 3 ways to use the seeds – peeling off the husk 
and eating them, putting them on a moisten tray to germinate and plant 
them directly into the ground. Their vision is to create a sunflower field in 
the bottom corner of the yard

Joey’s



Our Environment, Sustainability and Kitchen Garden

.

Plateenas
Room
Puggles gifted their old garden bed to 
the Plateena’s and the children 
assisted the educators in deciding 
where to put it in their garden. The 
chosen space was in the void along 
the fence near the bus stop and 
many hands assisted in transferring 
the soil back into the bed  with the 
use of wheelbarrows and buckets 
and getting it ready for planting..



• Our glorious  native Lilly Pilly tree is abundant with fruit so we researched what we could make with them. A lilly pilly cordial recipe was chosen  
and we cooked them on the portable stove in their shed on veranda.  A small  group picked lemon myrtle leaves from the garden and all cooked up 
in a pot. The smell was sensational and cooking with the children in their space brings their involvement to another level. We collected the seeds 
from the squeezed lemons and are attempting to germinate them and grow our own lemons
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•Puggles Room
• Puggles had to remove their garden bed next to the sandpit 

as the tree was impacting on it. This gave us the opportunity 
to “tweek” the configuration of the their outdoor space. 
The concrete planter box was put in its’ place and because 
the native ginger  had grown so much it was transferred into 
a larger pot of its own. Revamping the grass is a project we 
began last year and are treating it very carefully to, 
hopefully, actually have a lawn. Their sensory forage garden 
has been well picked, particularly the mint being a staple in 
their day. Louie Loves the mint but with a bit of shortage it 
was delightful to observe her move to the basil for a nibble.  
We must plant more mint to cope with demand

13
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The Joy of Music. 
Music is an element of all of our lives that is 

enjoyed by most of us on a daily basis. 

It is not only enjoyed recreationally, though also 

plays significant roles within ceremonies and 

rituals from cultures all over the world. Many feel 

that music plays an essential role in life, 

something we can’t live without. This is 

especially true within the lives of children. 

(Crowther, 2007), describes music for young 

children as not only important, “it is essential.”

Music carries all of the attributes to be described 

as an intelligence, but it also contains so much 

more than that. Music evokes emotion and 

spirit! Music is a gift!

There is also evidence that music promotes 

learning within most areas of development. 

(Black, 1998), explains that “Music can be the 

key that unlocks children’s creativity and 

leaning.” 

At Clovelly, the joy of music has been observed in 

abundance throughout the first few weeks of 

2021. As live music has been played throughout 

all of the rooms on different instruments, the 

children have visibly displayed a sense of joy. 

They have approached small and large groups, 

eager to move and dance. They have curiously 

explored different instruments, experimenting 

with cause and effect. 

By Luke Azzopardi  
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But the most rewarding thing to see so far, is the sense of ‘joy and togetherness’ that music has helped to reinforce 

throughout our whole service. 

I am looking forward to continuing help promote children’s learning and development through the love and joy of 

music.  
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Felix observed the excess water 
from the hose run down the 
path. “Gravity makes the water 
go down the hill.” Billy agreed 
We experimented with straight 
pipes, curves and angles and 
introduced two ‘elbow’ fittings. 
The addition of crates allowed 
the Joeys to also set up vertical 
and horizontal configurations. 
While I introduced the term right 
angle, most of the Joeys 
preferred to use the word 
‘elbow.’ We talked about how 
difficult it would be to function 
without elbows, and this led to 
some very funny observations!  
Mattie compares his elbow to 
the pipes elbow  

The focus in the Joey’s room 
has been water play so we 
introduced plumbing pipes and 
fittings of various shapes, sizes, 
and lengths. Gravity and flow, 
as well as recycling water.

STEM in the Joeys February to March 2021
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One morning we traced the 
plumbing outside the Joey’s 
building and had a look at the 
internal pipes under the sinks 
and in the bathroom. By 
observing plumbing in a real-
world situation, the children 
see practical examples.
Alby explained to his friends, 
“Gravity pushes everything 
down.” Jura continued and 
said, “Gravity helps us stay on 
the ground.” Frankie  creates a 
deeper trough 

Rueben commented on the 
water in the trough. “The 
water is deep at this end 
because the ground goes 
down.”

Rauri and Taja used a tarp to 
line a hole in the sandpit for a 
‘pond’. Iggy, Oliver, Jose and 
Xander dug trenches and laid 
out the pipes and the group 
used rainwater they found in 
the boat and trough and poured 
it into the pipes. They raced 
alongside the pipes to watch the 
flow and fixed the occasional 
leak, and Zoe explained the 
pipes needed to be pushed 
together.

STEM in the Joeys
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Last week we spent time with the magnetic board in the room and then extended the Joeys interest in magnetism by providing magnets and going on a ‘Magnetic Hunt’ outside.
Not only did the group feel and see the magnets attract to various metallic objects they also experienced some of the magnets repel. The children understood that they needed to search for 
objects made of metal, but it didn’t take long to realise that not all metal is magnetic.
Piaget states, “Experience precedes understanding.” We see this everyday in the Joeys room, and through STEM we can extend their learning by providing hands on experiences they enjoy and 
eventually understand in a way that is meaningful to them.

STEM in 
the Joeys
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Not only did the group feel and see the magnets attract to various metallic objects they also experienced some of the magnets repel. The children understood that they needed to search 
for objects made of metal, but it didn’t take long to realise that not all metal is magnetic.

Piaget states, “Experience precedes understanding.” We see this everyday in the Joeys room, and through STEM we can 
extend their learning by providing hands on experiences they enjoy and eventually understand in a way that is meaningful 
to them.

STEM in the Joeys
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What a wonderful year we have had thus far in the Puggles for 2021, we welcome the year with positive thoughts and the hope for a happy healthy year for all.  

As we enjoyed a needed Christmas break the centre underwent some exciting renovations, upon our return, we entered our newly painted light filled fresh room. With an open plan 

concept, we now have a great opportunity to create new and inviting learning spaces for our children. 

Unfortunately, the current climate has not yet enabled parents and caregivers to enter the centre grounds and therefore we have continued entering via the side gate. For new parents 

and children, this may appear as a slightly overwhelming experience, however through consistency and experience this method has in fact been a wonderful part of the children’s 

routine.

Here is a peek to see how our puggles settle into the day once they have been dropped off ….. socks and shows are taken off 

Through everyday practices, we encourage our children to partake in self-help skills, from building independence and as sense of autonomy when 

entering unaccompanied by a parent to everyday hygiene practices, self-dressing skills and self-regulation.  From  the pictures above , you can see 

the look of TOTAL  JOY and sense of accomplishment our baba’s have in learning to put on and take off their socks and shoes all by themselves  

Puggles 
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Puggles

Children have a drive to be independent and do things on their own. This 
is a healthy part of normal child development. As children grow, they learn 
to do more and more tasks.

We help young children become independent by allowing and 
encouraging them to take responsibility for themselves 
whenever possible. It can be faster and less messy to do things 
for children, but they learn so much from doing things for 
themselves. When children practice self-help skills such as 
washing their hands after messy play they practice their large 
and small motor skills, gain confidence in their ability to try 
new things and build their self-esteem and pride in their 
independence.
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Another main focal point within the Puggles and across the entire centre is 

to establish a connection and understanding of the Bidjigal land in which we 

are so thankful to work and play on. Throughout our daily transitions, we 

give our thanks to the land, elders past, present, and give thanks to the 

elements we are gifted each day.

You may hear your children sign the words Yaama gunnima, a song in which 

we use to welcome our country.  

Our indigenous practices are naturally imbedded through our daily learning; 

indigenous herbs from our garden have continued to provide a great 

connection to the land, through investigation and self-learning. The children 

are often be found tasting herbs, discovering insects and building a 

connection between what the land has to offer. 

As the year progresses we look forward to 

guiding our children’s understanding of their 

world and Clovelly community.  

Puggles  
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It has been wonderful to witness Puggles 

from last year display such enthusiasm, as 

they appear to show a full sense of security 

when entering their familiar space. We 

have been so fortunate to witness our 

older children from last year give genuine 

support, engage with kindness and 

empathy towards their new friends.

One of our focuses in the beginning of the 

Puggles year is to build trusting 

relationships between educators and 

children and to provide them with the 

comfort and attention their emotional 

needs require to become active and 

involved learners.

Learning areas that have been of comfort, 

curiosity and wonder to our Puggles range 

from areas such as manipulating the 

calming properties of the playdough, 

experimenting with a range of art mediums 

and taking on the caretaker’s role within 

role-play episodes with the dolls. 

The children have continued to show a 

genuine interest with their care taking roll, 

this form of play helps to encourage the 

children’s language, transfer knowledge 

from one context to another while 

encouraging positive social interactions 

with others.

Puggles 
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This, our first newsletter of the year, sees us 8 weeks into our program.

The first few weeks are all about settling and helping the child feel safe, in our room.  The child usually bonds with one educator (attachment theory) and it is that teacher who helps the child 

settle and start to form an attachment with the room, educators and other children.  It has been nice to see extension of friendships from last year, and some very nice new friendships forming.  

Our room follows the philosophy of play-based learning which research shows time and time again, for this age group has the best results in learning over the long term, grounded the child in a 
strong sense of belonging and self-confidence. 

The Plateenas teachers recognize their roles in strengthening desirable dispositions in children. We  know our own actions and attitudes send implicit messages. When we display curiosity and 
creativity and value the same dispositions in children, these are likely to flourish in our classroom.
We always acknowledge and appreciate children’s efforts. We  refrain from using extrinsic rewards like prizes or food. In addition,  we believe the teacher who establishes a classroom ethos that 
values cooperation instead of competition creates the conditions that support and encourage children to get along as they play and work together.

Examples of dispositional learning in action in the Plateenas place

Plateenas



Plateenas :
• We  use “spaces and places” for our curriculum areas which basically means each space 

has been  intentionally setup … it tells a story to the child, and that story always has the 

same basis for us to build on. An example that illustrates this is the playdough “space and 

place”.  This space is set up in the same area day in day out.  Its purpose is multi-fold.  It is 

used as a settling device when the children arrive, as some children find calmness in the 

sensory aspect of this space.  The space is also intentionally set with only the playdough 

and a few rolling pins.   This allows the children to both explore the senses of the 

playdough (soft and malleable, yet ephemeral) in an open-ended way. Skills learnt in this 

space are transferred and extended.  For example one day Jack wanted to make cookies, 

so we got out cookie cutters and made playdough cookies. 
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This was extended the next day by making real cookies … we measured, stirred, 
rolled, and used cookie cutters to make our cookies



• Acts of kindness Time and time again 

we see the children helping each 

other, whether it is to pour water for a 

friend, going to get another child’s toy 

when they are distress, or stepping in 

to negotiate between children when 

there is a problem.    These actions 

illustrate a strong sense of belonging 

and a strong sense of identity (both 

which are core learning outcomes to 

the Early Childhood Learning 

Framework (the core curriculum 

document for early years learning in 

Australia).   
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We introduced air-clay, which is 

different in feel, and mouldability and 

more permanent..

As the child becomes more settled into the 

room, they set to form a sense of belonging to 

the room.  To aid this we have a ‘family tree” to 

affirm connections to home.  The power of this 

is not to be underestimated– children often just 

stand and look at their family photo, showing 

friends their family. A mum told me her child 

was “bursting with happiness” to bring their 

family photo in. Things such as this, and the 

calm demur of the Plateenas teachers, is 

evident in a calmness and sense of belonging 

we see in the children and care for each other. 

Plateenas :



Joey’s news: Two wonderful woman join our joeys team in 2021 

• Let me introduce to you the amazing 
ROOM LEADER  Rebecca Strehler.

• “I am a passionate educator with over 
15years experience in early childhood. 
Having worked at Tigger’s Honeypot 
(UNSW service) for 12 wonderful years, I 
thrived in my position in the 3-5year 
room. From watching children grow and 
reach their potential in all development 
areas of their learning, to seeing inclusion 
and social justice being interwoven into 
the daily practice of our teachings.  As 
room leader, my role is to empower our 
“Joeys” to have a voice; be heard and to 
be seen as capable citizens of the world

• Thank you to the many families I have met 
already and making me feel so welcome 
into the Clovelly Family. I look forward to 
getting to know you and your families 
better in 2021.”
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Sally has been an Educator with Family Day Care 
Sydney Wide Randwick hub. She ran her own 
family day care service, ‘Sally’s School’, from a 
purpose-built studio in the back yard of her semi-
detached home in Kingsford for 12 years 
“Sally’s School” build up a brilliant reputation and 
we are SO lucky she is joining our family . 

“I provided early childhood education and care for 
four children per day, ranging in ages from 12 
months to five years. I believe in building  strong 
relationships with children, which supports the 
wellbeing and development of children and helps 
create a broader sense of community for families”

There were many benefits to being a family day 
care educator Sally says, but she feels that the 
one that really stood out for her was the privilege 
of working with young children. She is constantly 
reminded of how amazing they are and she loved 
being part of their learning and development. 
Through her emergent curriculum Sally engaged 
the children in her service in learning experiences 
based on their interests. She used intentional 
teaching strategies to scaffold their learning in 
meaningful ways, ensuring this is child-led. Over 
the years Sally has introduced a variety of pets, 
including George the miniature dachshund, some 
native bees and two ducks and two chickens, all of 
whom became part of the educational program. 
This is a perfect fit for the values of CCCC
Having completed her Diploma in Early Childhood 
this year, Sally has an even deeper understanding 
of and respect for the importance of early years 
education.  Sally would like to extend her practice 
by becoming part of a thriving early childcare 
community and we are thrilled she has chosen us 
“



• Absolutely yes.! In fact, a high quality play-based, child-centred program provides the most holistic foundation for a young learner to take their next step of their learning journey. 

• Why? – Because it is an active learning environment that teaches them to love learning. To be curious. To be confident enough to ask questions. To problem solve independently and 
alongside peers when faced with problems. To be creative in their thinking and approach to learning, as they learn time and time again there are multiple ways to come to an answer. There 
is no doubt that early literacy and numeracy skills play a central role in a child’s successful transition to school. In a high quality play-based early learning program this will be covered in so 
many meaningful ways. Ways of being to help a smoother transition can be learned through a number of ways - not necessarily by sitting at tables and completing activity oriented tasks. This 
method of thinking and learning is dated and does little to support children as active, engaged and involved learners. It teaches them to sit at tables and follow direction and instruction - not 
necessarily an effective way to ‘learn’ or extend their understanding. 21st Century skills such as adaptability and creativity are often quashed by a directive and task-oriented learning space.
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What does it mean to be ‘school ready? By Jody Cooper 
Early learning educators are often asked this question as their children approach their kindergarten years and primary schooling years.
Do you have a transition to school program? Is ‘school readiness’ part of your syllabus? 
What should an effective ‘transition to school’ program include for young learners to be truely ‘school ready’? 
Can an early childhood curriculum be both play based and equip them with the social, emotional and cognitive learning tools to 
confidently make the next step in their learning journey into primary school?

Joey’s



Most kindergartens have become more flexible in their approaches to teaching and learning, and 

although it is helpful, rarely will a school require children to learn the alphabet, write their name or 

recognise numbers. A strong social and emotional learning foundation will play an important role for 

future academic learning to flourish. 

What is most important is quality. High- quality, well-resourced early education spaces with trained 

staff who share the same philosophy, passion and vision for learning. Preschool or long day care, if a 

child’s love for learning is nurtured and they have learned to socially and emotionally thrive, they will 

be more than ‘school ready’. They will be ‘life ready’. The real question is, is our current school system 

ready for our independent, resilient and creative children? Will this primary system encourage our 

desperately needed 21st century learning skills to thrive? 
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Play based learning isn’t 
about letting children run 
free with no guidance or 
support. It’s about creative 
teaching and supporting 
children’s interests by tuning 
in to spontaneous teachable 
moments throughout the day. 
It’s about letting children 
make mistakes along the way 
so they have an opportunity 
to problem solve and 
inspiring children to become 
independent learners

At Clovelly Child Care Centre, independent learning is nurtured through a 

curriculum guided by creating interest led ‘places and spaces’. Here, each learning 
area is guided by intentional key questions (what key learning area/s will be 
supported - such as STEAM, creative art, loose part play, etc), and children are 
encouraged to explore their interest and understanding within these areas - both 
independently and guided according to their needs. This system enables children to 
build social and emotional skills to collaborate with their peers, concentrate on tasks 
for increasing periods of time, and seek help to solve problems when needed - all 
very important ‘school readiness’ skills. 

Group times at Clovelly CCC are called ‘yarn circles’ where children acknowledge 
Country and learn to sit alongside their peers, listening to their teachers and peers 
share stories and contribute when they feel ready in this ‘safe space’ - a meaningful 
way to create a sense of identity as part of a group, building executive function and 
self regulation within daily rituals.

Joey’s



The importance of storytelling in the Joeys

By Rachel Carvalho

To sit and share stories humans have been doing it for thousands of years thru out all cultures. 

From wall painting, to carvings, to sitting around camp fires, to bedtime stories, to family lore’s 

from our ancestors. The Aesop Fables, for example, have been around since 500 B.C. and still alive 

because people heard the stories and kept those through oral tradition and a chain was formed.  

Through stories we explain to children analogy. Through stories they develop attention, speaking, 

positive listening and thinking skills. It also helps them identify their emotions and feelings and self-

regulate and empathizes with other around. So many benefits and not only for children, grown-ups 

too. 

One of my favorite tales, “We are going on a bear hunt” by Michael Rosen, makes an analogy of the 

challenges we encounter through life: “We can’t go under it, we can’t go over it, we have to go 

THROUGH IT! Regardless of the moral of the story and our interpretation kids have their own 

perception. They might be learning about the sounds of things or it could be just the idea of 

spending time in a quest with their loved ones. 

The Gruffalo, by Julia Donaldson, talks about a mouse, the smartest in the forest as how he tricks 

from the base of the food chain all the way to the very top just by using good arguments. How 

much this book has to teach us about negotiating with our children without using linear 

communication but instead going to their level and becoming more ludic, more imaginative.

Imagination is an instinct that makes us build better things. We make believe a better world 

because we imagined it at first. For example, many of the jobs our children will be doing in the 

future haven’t even been invented! So if your child starts telling stories like: “when I am big…” or “I 

got bitten by a shark…” encourage them to keep going, be interested, instigate their creativity, ask 

for illustrations, to act it out, make a record of it. 

So go on and turn off your TV. Make it a time to share stories about yours and their days, pass on 

family history, to hand down customs and values and most of all to have fun together.  

“It has been said that next to hunger and thirst our most basic 

human need is for storytelling.” Khalil Gibran 
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Here  is a small group of Joeys sitting around their fire, each 
holding the talking stick and creating individual and group 
narratives . Here they learn how to listen and have turns 
creating their own story

Joey’s
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Through exploratory and risky play, children become familiar 
with their environment, its possibilities, and boundaries. 
They find out what is dangerous and how to handle the risks 
they come across (Sutton-Smith, 1997; Smith, 1998; Adams, 
2001; Apter, 2007).
Children who engage in challenging play in nature areas 

show improved motor and spatial skills (Grahn et al, 1997; 
Fjørtoft, 2000; Fiskum, 2004).

When we venture out of our gate and into our 
Clovelly community, we have an opportunity 
to learn about the world and our local 
environment in a real way. 
We learn about road safety on our walk. 
We learn about different trees, parks, 
businesses in our local area and yarn. We learn 
through stories. It is an opportunity for our 
children to learn the stories of their 
community space and their beach. It is 
important for them to create their own stories 
and understandings as they learn and discover 
alongside friends. We have opportunities to 
learn about more than the changing seasons, 
the effects of pollution, and the wildlife and 
sea life that inhabit their shared space. Our 
children learn to deepen their connection to 
their environment and our world through 
sharing joy alongside friends and learning to 
care. Learning that their care and their choices 
make a difference every day. We nurture every 
opportunity for our children to become active, 
informed, caring and resilient humans. We 
believe it's important for our children to learn 
that their voice matters.

Beach kindy 
Together, we look closer. Investigate the creatures that live in the 

cracks of the rocks and share the joys of discovery. 

This is our outdoor, nature- based 

curriculum.



Beach Kindy 2021–This is our antidote against risk aversity .  
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Firstly, it allows children to learn how 
to manage risk and hence understand 
safety. 
Secondly, it satisfies children’s innate 
desire for risk through controlled risk-
taking, thus reducing the likelihood 
that they will seek out greater 
unmanaged risks for themselves. 
Thirdly, responding to challenge and 
beliefs about Children’s Risky Play 
301 exploring risk in play has obvious 
benefits for development and 
learning.

Through risk-taking in play, children 
learn to assess and master risk 
situations which is important in the 
transition from adult-regulated to 
self-regulated risk-taking (Aldis, 1975; 
Stutz, 1995; Boyesen, 1997; Adams, 
2001; Ball, 2002; Apter, 2007). 
This transition is an important 
adaptive function of play that 
involves progressive mastery of risks, 
and serves as preparation for 
appraising and managing potentially 
dangerous situations both in 
childhood and later in adulthood 
(Aldis, 1975; Sutton-Smith, 1997; 
Smith, 2005

Through engaging with risk and 
at times having to deal with 
failure or the negative 
consequences of their decisions, 
children build resilience and self-
reliance by having acquired 
coping strategies to deal with 
such situations . 
On the way to the beach , we 
walked through the Clovelly 
cemetery. Some children asked 
questions about the gravestones  
and  what they meant . The Joeys 
educators took that teachable 
moment to explain  the cycle of 
life in a very simple and matter 
of fact way .This reduces fear and 
demystifies real life learning 
experiences 

There is a growing global movement on the benefit of outdoor education (see Richard Louv 'vitamin N') 
down to a cellular level of our being. Having passionate, trained teachers in this subject to encourage 
children to share their curiosities, wonder and joy as part of a curriculum takes this opportunity for 
learning to the next level. The formative years - birth to 5 - is the critical time for development on a 
holistic level (thrive by 5), where a child's body, mind and soul absorbs information as they build a deep 
understanding of what is important in this world. In this first quarter of the year, our curriculum has a 
deeper focus on kindness, anti- bias and friendship as our identity is formed in our Joeys room this year 
with a new group of children. An indigenous perspective is also a consistent area of focus, as we 
acknowledge our traditional custodians in our daily rituals

Gill (2007) puts forward for children having opportunities to explore risk in play



Hawraa’s wedding ring 
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Jody, Tom, Freddie, Rocky 
and Jodie’s mum 

Finally we end our newsletter with some joyful news . Two of our gorgeous teachers got married recently .

We wish Jodi and Hawraa all the best in their union 

Happy Easter 


